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New Process Will Improve Quality of Brisbane Water 
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NEW DRUG SAID TO CURE SCHISTOSOMIASIS 
Kampala UGANDA TIMES in English 2 Jan 81 p 4 
[Article: “Eureka on New Drug") 


(Text) It is encouraging and psychologically consoling to receive the news that 
some of the most endemic and incurable diseases that have claimed millions of 
innocent lives for ages are now beginning to be controlled, and even completely 
exterminated. Smallpox, once a notorious life killer--especially in the Third 
World, hes now been completely wiped out. 


After an intensive drug battle by the World Health Organisation (WHO) involving 
cOllosel sums of money and time, the death of the last trace of emallpox was an- 
nounced at a meeting of the International Commissions for the Horn of Africa in 
Natrobi, Kenya, on October 26, 1979. It was confirmed by the Global Commission 
for the Certification of Smallpox Eradication, at WHO headquarters, Geneva, in De- 
cember 1979, and endorsed by the Executive Board of WHO in January 1980. 


And now, the news that a drug to combat bilharziasis pathogen, and, hopefully to 
eradicate it, is very heartening. This is not only » peychological consolation 
to the patients but a positive achievement in the \d of medical research. 


It is our desire and fervent hope that such breakthroughs continue to come every- 
day, so that such lethal diseases like cancer and cholera can also be done away 
with. 
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AUSTRALIA 


COMMISSION PROPOSES CHANGES IN NATIONAL HEALTH SYSTEM 
Jamison Recommendations 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 3 Jan 81 p 1 
[Article by Gregory Turnbull: "Big Health Changes Proposed" | 
[Text] The Federal Government's inquiry into hospitals has 
recommended the end of full insurance for doctors’ fees and 
of free treatment in hospital outpatient departments. 


The recommendations have been made in the Jamison Commission report which was 
handed to the Government this week. 


The major recommendations in the 1,400-page report point to a compulsory health 
scheme which may involve a tax levy for those who choose not to insure with a 
fund. 


The report calls for immediate action to encourage uninsured people to join a 
health fund by restricting the payment of Commonwealth medical benefits only to 
those who are insured. At present, the Commonwealth pays benefits to uninsured 
people for individual medical fees in excess of $20. 


The three member Jamison Commission has called for: 


An end to the present hospital cost-sharing agreements between the Federal 
Government and the States. 


Triennial grants to be considered. 

A restructuring of health insurance premiums so that it becomes cheaper to take 
hospital and medical cover. Separate hospital and medical cover to be phased 
out. 


Medical school intakes to be reduced from 1982, with annual reviews. 


The abolition over a number of years of the right to private practice of full- 
time salaried specialists in hospitals. 


A formal appointment system for the selection of medical staff in all hospitals, 
and the routine assessment of the performance of medical staff. 











The NSW Government ia likely to clash with the Federal Government if there is 
any attempt to abolish the hospital cost-sharing agreement. 


The level of Federal support for the hospital syatem would become a matter of 
negotiation at premiers’ conferencea--an arena in which the States tradition- 
ally fare badly, or at least claim to, 


Under the present agreement, the Federal Government is committed to paying 
nearly $500 million towards the cost of public hospitale in NSW. 


The NSW Minister for Health, Mr Stewart, on holiday on the Central Coast, said 
yesterday that the NSW Health Commission had not yet had time to assess the 
Jamison report. 


The Tasmanian and South Australian Governments signed 10-year cost-sharing 
agreements with the Federal Government in 1975. NSW and the oth “tates 
signed five-year agreements, which were due for renewal in Jur in. ‘ear but 
were continued pending the findings of the Jamison Commission 





The recommendations on health insurance and the possibility of a cax levy on 
the uninsu ed do not give full details of the proposed scheme--arguably to 
give the Federal Government's policymakers room to move. 


The report recommends that people who choose high levels of health insurance 
cover should be allowed to claim the additional premium as a tax deduction-- 
a move that would please the funds. 


However, there should be no level of medical insurance which covers the patient 
completely, the report says. 


This insistence that everyone pay something from his pocket for each medical 
service would provide a guard against overservicing by doctors and excessive 
demand from consumers. 


Faced with an escalating health bill, the Federal Government has long been 
looking for ways to reduce the number of unnecessary services provided by doc- 
tors and curb the alleged abuse of free hospital services. 


A number of the commission's recommendations reflect st. ng submissions made 
on behalf of the aged and handicapped. 


The States are asked to assess their land holdings occupied by psychiatric and 
other institutions to see whether they could be sold off to release funds for 
community-based facilities for the handicapped. 


The States should also establish special geriatric assessment wards of about 20 
beds at selected hospitals where doctors and other health professionals could 
be trained in the care of the aged. 











in Canberra yesterday, 4 spokesman for the Minister for Health, Mr MacKellar, 
said that the Government would make no comment on the report until it was ready 
to release it, 


it is understood that the Goverment regards the introduction of a tax levy 
for people outeide the funds as “politically unpalatable.” 


AMA, AIA Opposition 
Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 6 Jan 61 pp 1, 2 
[Article by Sue Cook: “Slash Hospital Coste by 36PC, Saye Inquiry") 


[Text) “If all States achieved the average bed-day coste as 
Queensland and the average bed use ae Victoria then spending 
by recognised public hospitale that year--which total led 
$2664m--would have been reduced by $9640." 


The controversial Jamison report on hospital administration 
challenges the federal and State health authorities to imple- 
ment cute and efficiencies which it claims would have slashed 
$964 million--or  percent--from public hospital costes in 
1978-79, 


The challenges would require all States to achieve the same average bed-day 
costs as Queensland and the same average bed-use as Victoria. 


But last night the Australian Hospital Association claimed this would be impos- 
sible without a sharp decline in hospital standards. 


The Australian Medical Association also strongly criticised a recommendation 
that an independent organisation be set up to review hospital standards and 
practices. 


The challenge to slash costs is the most prominent and significant recommenda- 
tion in the report, from which THE AUSTRALIAN last Friday exclusively printed 
the committee's recommendations for a return to compulsory health insurance or, 
alternatively, a tax levy on uninsured people. 


The new details, published today, come from a full copy of the committee's 
recommendations. 


More than 300 submissions from groups and individuals representing all sections 
of the health system were received by the Commission of Inquiry into the Effi- 
ciency and Administration of Hospitals, headed by Sydney accountant, Mr Jim 
Jamison. 


The other two commissioners were Dr John Yeatman of the Royal Women's Hospital 
in Melbourne and Mr Charles de Boos, a former general m sager of the Bank of 
NSW. 











Under the firet heading, Efficiency and Administration of the Health Industry, 
the report says spending by recognised public hospitals in 1978-79 totalled 
$2664 million, $964 of which could have been saved by implementing the measures 


proposed . 


The report, handed to the Governor-General, Sir Zelman Cowen, last week, says 4 
saving of this magnitude must now be accepted as a challenging possibility by 
Commonwealth and State health authorities, hospital boards and the management 
of every hospital and health inatitution in Australia, 


“One of the most telling facts that has emerged from thie inquiry ie the varia~ 
tion between the States and within the borders of each State in the coat of pro- 
viding a bed in «4 hospital, and in the use of these beds,” the report says. 


"A saving ot this magnitude is a challenging possibility, and suggesting how to 
achieve it encouraged the comission ae 4 goal.” 


The executive director of the hospitals association, Mr Errol Pickering, said 
last night: “When the inquiry was commissioned, and even now that we have heard 
what is in the report, there has not been enough concern about patient care 
issues. 


“There seems to be some innuendo that the hospitale are the cause of the prob- 
lem of too many hospital beds. 


"The problem was a political one in the beginning in that hospitale were built 
as the report saye for reasons other than need. 


“Both the media and the report point the finger at the hospitals and say they 
don't have the gute to close the beds but that is purely political.” 


Mr Pickering said the Jamison report was inconsistent in its recommendations. 


"You will find there is inconsistency from one recommendation to the next. If 
you carried out one recommendation you couldn't carry out another,” he said. 


Both the AHA and AMA were “horrified"™ by the recommendation to establish an 
organisation similar in principle to the professional standards review organi- 
sations operating in the United States. 


“We would be extremely sorry if the Federal Government followed this recommen- 
dation,” the federal president of the AMA, Dr Lionel Wilson, said. 


Dr Wilson said the US review organisations had so far not been able to ensure 
the quality of health care or reduce costs. 


In the area of health insurance the report recommends: 
~-Payment of medical benefits be limited to the insured. 


--That the uninsured be eligible for Commonwealth benefits only for medical and 
hospital costs. 














~oOnly those with basic or higher ineurance be eligible for tax rebate. 


All this points to 4 tax-levy syetem for the uninsured, which is known to be 
favored by the Department of Health. 


But the Government and the Minister for Health, Mr MacKellar, prefer a hospital~ 
based means test as a form of compulsory insurance, so 4 confrontation is likely 
on this issue, 


The report also recommenda: 


~-That the health ingurance system be restructured to provide a discount for 
those who take both hospital and medical cover, with the aim of eventually 
phasing out the separate covers. 


~-People seeking nonurgent outpatient treatment be charged for the service, 
except for eligible veterans and holders of pensioner medical benefit cards. 


— working party be established by the Government to devise a new health in- 
surance system which satisfies the principles of equality, freedom of access 
and payment by those who can afford it, and promotes universal participation. 


The report recommends the abolition of the present 50-50 hospital cost-sharing 
agreement between the Commonwealth and States. 


Instead it suggests Commonwealth grants be made to States in the form of a block 
grant for health and to include an element for acute psychiatric hospitals, 
State government nursing homes and deficit financed nursing homes. 


The grants would be made on a population basis but the AHA said last night the 
formula was far too superficial and hospitals in the larger States would suffer. 


“They have forgotten about the question of distance,” Mr Pickering said. 
"It tends to be more expensive to run hospitale distant from large centres.” 


He said the triennial basis for Commonwealth funding as recommended by the re- 
port was the most intelligent way of managing hospitals. 


The AMA said it was delighted with the recommendation to end the cost-sharing 
agreement. 
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WEW PROCESS WILL IMPROVE QUALITY OF BRISBANE WATER 
Ariebane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 18 Dec 60 p 18 


[Text] Brisbane's water supply ie to get the bubble 
treatment=-« new process to guarantee clearer and cleaner 
water for consumers in Brisbane and nearby shires. 


The Brisbane City Council works committee chairman, Alderman St Ledger, said 
the new process would overcome staining problems in clothes washing and el im- 
inate the occasional algae taste in water supplies. 


He eaid the council had awarded a $1,777,360 contract for the supply and inetal- 
lation of water clarification equipment at the new Mount Crosby West water 
treatment plant. 


it is the firet major contract to be awarded in the council's $30 eillion plan 
to boost Brisbane's water eupply over five years. 


About 75 percent of Brisbane's water is treated at Mount Crosby, and the More- 
ton, Beaudesert, Logan and Albert Shires and the Ipawich City Council aleo draw 
water from it. 


Alderman St Ledger said the dissolved air flotation and filtration process 
developed in Sweden, was particularly effective in removing algae from the water. 


Tt was aleo beneficial in reducing iron and manganese to avoid staining and 
would be finished in 1984. 


The air flotation treatment involves the creation of extremely email bubbles 
which attach to solide in the water, causing them to rise rapidly. 


Aluminium sulphate is added to the water before flotation to coagulate the 
solids into larger particles. 


Alderman St Ledger eaid the Water Supply and Sewerage Department had carried out 
studies with a pilot plant, treating raw water at Mount Crosby and North Pine 
with good results. 


Recently the council had decided to install dissolved air flotation equipment 


at the Enoggera Dam water treatment plant to improve water quality for residents 
of The Gap. 











AUSTRALIA 


WEST GOVERNMENT LAUNCHES VACCINATION CAMPAIGN 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 5 Jan 61 pp 1, 10 


[Text] The State Government ie launching a major campaign 
to encourage people to be vaccinated againet infectious dis- 
eases. 


It ie worried because there was a 12 percent drop in immunisations among adults 
and children in the State last year. 


it thinks thie could point to a false sense of security about diseases such as 
poliomyelitie and diphtheria. 


The Department of Health and Medical Services is launching the campaign thie 
month to coincide with the International Year of the Disabled. 


The campaign will last all year. 


The Minister for Health, Mr Young, said yesterday that the campaign was part of 
the department's support of the International Year of the Disabled because 
immunisation was 4 preventive measure against disablement. 


Material 


From next week, multilingual posters, pamphlets and audio-visual material prepared 
by the department's health education unit will be available so that the need for 
immunisation may be stressed. 


The Commissioner for Public Health and Medical Services, Dr J. C. McNulty, 
has asked doctors throughout the State to help in this programme. 


He has sent letters to doctors pointing out that immunisation levels are falling 
and stressing the 12 per cent drop last year. 


The Assistant Commissioner for Health, Dr K. J. M. Carruthers, said yesterday 
that infectious diseases would spread quickly if too few people were immunised. 


A desirable level of community immunisation is around 85 percent, with 75 per- 
cent considered to be the minisun. 
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Recent surveya of metropolitan health clinics indicate that Perth's current 
level is about 60 per cent, but Dr Carruthers said that there could be cause 
for concern if immunisation levels continued to fall this year. 


He said: “Perth's cover is atill reasonably high but, as in most of the Weat- 
ern world, many people have developed a false sense of security about diseases 
that result in disablement. 


“There are many people too young to have seen the effects of poliomyelitis or 
diptheria and they think these diseases are not around any more. 


“We etill need to be protected.” 


Mr Young said that the campaign would place particular emphasis on immunisa~ 
tion against rubella (German measles) and tetanus. 





Women aged between 28 and 45 would not have been immunised against rubella under 
the programme in high schools and might not be protected. 


Some migrant women might also be at risk. 


If rubella is contracted in pregnancy, particularly in the firet three months, 
the child may suffer from congenital defects. 


The health education material will be available from 514 Hay Street, Perth. 


It is simply-written and includes a chart showing when and how a vaccine is 
given. 


It will be produced in English, Maylay, Vietnamese, Italian, Greek, Portuguese 
and Croatian. 
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AUSTRALIA 


GOVERNMENT PLANS MAJOR OVERHAUL OF HEALTH SYSTEM 
Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 28 Nov 80 p 1 
[Article by Warwick Costin: “Government Set To Move on New User-Pays Scheme") 


[Text] The Federal Government is planning a major overhaul of Australia's 
$3644 million-a-year health care system in a bid to encourage people to meet 
more of their own health costes. 


The proposed upheaval, which could happen as early as February, will bring fur- 
ther changes to private health insurance schemes, the financing of public and 
private hospitals, and a review of the present $20 maximum payment by patients 
before receiving Commonwealth medical benefits. 


The Minister for Health, Mr MacKellar, gave notice of part of the review when 
he said yesterday the Government would act quickly to review present hospital 
arrangements. He did not refer to other possible changes. 


He told Parliament that recommendations from the Jamieson Royal Commission on 
the administration of hospitals would be given urgent consideration when the 
commission's report was available. 


A spokesman for the commission said later the report should be ready for the 
Government on the due date of December 31. 


It is expected to cover a wide 4rea of hospital administration as well as serv- 
ices available for an increasing number of uninsured patients. 


Government officials said Mr MacKellar was waiting on the report before taking 
action on other areas of the national health scheme. 


The commission's report will allow the Government to begin preparations for 
sweeping changes to the National Health Act in time for next year's Budget. 


Mr MacKellar will be looking particularly for ways of reducing the growth in 
health expenditure. In the last 10 years spending has escalated by an average 
of 21.3 per cent a year. 


Outlays this financial year are a record $3644 million. 
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One of the firat changes expected will be an increase in the $20 limit under 
which the Commonweaith pays the excess on each medical service where the 
acheduled fee exceeds $20. 


Four Million Not Covered 


Thies benefit, which was one of several changes made to health insurance by 
the former Minister, Mr Hunt, in September last year, has become more attrac~ 
tive as a result of inflation to people who opt out of private medical insurance. 


The last shakeup in health insurance arrangements has led to more than 560,000 
people dropping some form of insurance cover in the past year, 


Figures released yesterday by the Bureau of Statistics confirmed reports by the 
health funds of a 3 per cent fall in the number of people with some form of pri- 
vate health cover. 


The figures, taken from a survey by the bureau in March this year, revealed a 
total of 4.75 million people without health insurance cover. 


Of the 560,900 contributors who dropped insurance during the year to March, more 
than half said cost was the main reason. Most of these were previously covered 
for hospital and medical expenses. 


A further 112,000 accounts were leet because contributors found health insurance 
too troublesome. They explained they either had not got around to it, found it 
too bothersome, or did not want to insure. 


A small group of 10,300, who had both hospital and medical cover earlier, opted 
out for political or ideological reasons. 


According to the bureaw, 142,800 family units dropped their health insurance 


during the previous 12 menths, taking the total number of families without 
cover to 405,900. 
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ALL CITLES HAVE ATTAINED IDEAL DOCTOR-PATIENT RATIO 


Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 4 Dec 80 p 1 


[Text] Between 40 and 50 doctors would be unemployed 
next year, the Australian Medical Association state 
president, Dr Peter Landy, predicted yesterday. 


They would be graduates of the six-year Queensland Medical School course. He 
said that earlier this year, 15 graduates could not find work for several months. 
They eventually set up in private practice or joined after-hours locum services. 


Dr Landy said: “What we never expected has happened. There are going to be 
unemployed doctors in the future. Five years ago, it would have been unthink- 
able. 


"A sudden influx of overseas doctors, plus a decline in the birthrate, upset all 
the projections." 


He said all Australian cities had reached their ideal doctor-patient quotas of 
one to 540. 


Young graduates moving into private practice had filled the needs for after- 
hours services and weekend clinics. Older established practices had also 
adjusted to compete. Country areas were well served by general practitioners. 


Specialty areas of medicine had no vacancies. Even the one unpopular specialty-- 
geriatrics--had been the subject of sudden interest by “quite a big move." 


Dr Landy said doctors, who each cost the community $80,000 to train, averaged 
$31,000 annual income in 1977 and $28,000 average income in 1979, according to 
Tax Commission figures. 


Average incomes were expected to fall a further 20 to W percent for 1980. 
Dr Landy said some pleasant areas of Queensland were overserviced with general 
practitioners as more moved from the south. 


Dr Landy said problems of accepting foreign medical graduates--they reached a 
peak of 1817 in 1976--had been largely overcome. 











The Australian Medical Association had mounted a national campaign to reduce 
doctor numbers, claiming there would be 33,000 in 1990 compared with at leaat 
26,500 practising doctors now. 


Dr Landy: "Medical achool intake cute must be done on an Australia-wide baste. 
We don't expect Queensland to move unilaterally." 


The AMA recommended a cut for Queensland to 160 inatead of 200 graduates a 
year. Even then, no doctor shortages were expected, Dr Landy said. 


The Queensland University medical school dean, Professor Doherty, said the 
atudent intake would be held at 245. 
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AUSTRALIA 


PECAL POLLUTION FOUND Ki’ANT ON SYDNEY BREACHES 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 1 Jan 61 p 3 


[Text] Water samples from several Sydney beaches earlier thie week have shown 
high levels of pollution. 


However, despite counts of faecal coliform bacteria of up to 56 times the aver- 
age, from samples taken on Tuesday, experts cannot agree on the risk such con- 
tamination poses to swimmers. 


Strong southerly winds on Monday night boosted the bacteria counts at Eastern 
suburbs beaches. 


The State pollution Control commission recommends that no more than 10 per cent 
of samples taken between November and May should exceed 400 faecal coliforms 
per 100 millilitres. 


A sample taken from Bronte on Tuesday was tested yesterday and found to have 
1,400 faecal coliform bacteria per 100 millilitres. The average reading at 
Bronte is 25. 


Samples taken on the same day from North Bondi, Bondi, Clovelly, Coogee and 
Malabar also showed levels of more than 400. 


Malabar, which has been closed to swimmers because of its proximity to Sydney's 
largest sewage outlet and its lack of clearing currents, has exceeded the 400 
limit four times out of 10 tests this month. 


On December 6 the count at Malabar reached 4,000. The average reading from 
Malabar is 95. 


There is controversy over the significance of isolated counts of faecal coli- 
form, principally because the levels can vary dramatically within a few hours. 


For example, at Bronte, which had a reading of 1,400 on Tuesday, the previous 
readings were 2 on December 22, 8 on December 18, 2 on December 15 and 240 on 
December 12. 


Even when adverse sea or weather conditions cause sewage from ocean outfalls 
to come inshore and cause high levels, there is little agreement among experts 
on the extent of the health risk faced by swimmers. 
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Most authorities prefer to gauge the pollution of a beach according to the 
geometric mean, a form of average, of at least five faecal coliform counte taken 
a few days apart within a month. 


The State Pollution Control Commission has recommended that the geometric 


mean of at least five readings over a wonth at a bathing area should not ex- 
ceed 200, 


The only Sydney beach which has exceeded this Limit this year is Malabar, which 
had a mean level of 414 after five readings up to December 12. Since then, the 
levels have fallen to the present average of 95. 


The highest average obtained at a beach where ewiaming is allowed was 141 at 
Clovelly up to November 24. Clovelly's present level is 48. 


cso: 5400 
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NANNUP AREA HIT BY OUTBREAK OF HEPATITIS IN COMMUNES 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 31 Dec 80 p 5 


{Text} About 20 cases of hepatitis have been reported in the Nannup area over 
the past few months, mainly among young adults living in communes. 


Six people with the disease were treated in Bridgetown Hospital. 

The Nannup shire medical officer said yesterday that other cases might not have 
been reported. There was a tendency for people living in communes to look after 
themselves. 


The outbreak appeared to have started several months ago after the Nannup Con- 
test, which brought a number of visitors to the district. 


He said that the infection could develop from contaminated water. 
It could then spread through inadequate personal hygiene and contaminated food. 


“If the population at large was affected, we would have to look at the town's 
water supply,” the doctor said. 


"The contamination does not seem to be coming from there but from people living 
their own lives in the bush with their own water supplies." 


There were no known cases at the moment. Two people in Nannup had recently 
recovered from the disease, he said. 


There have been 18 notified cases of hepatitis at Bunbury since September. 

The number of cases peaked in September and October when it was found that they 
were confined to a particular group of people. There were two cases in November 
and another in December. 


The November and December figures would be considered normal, a doctor said. 


cso: 5400 
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IMPROVED MEAT INSPECTION SYSTEM GETS BROAD SUPPORT 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 11 Dec 80 p 33 


[Article by Michael Zekulich: "United Plea Over Meat Inepection"| 





[Text] The State Government has been asked to streamline 
the dual meat inspection system in WA. 


In an unprecedented show of unity, the WA Meat Exporters’ Association, the WA 
Meat Works Association, the Meat and Allied Trades Federation, the Farmers’ 
Union and the Pastoralists and Graziers' Association will present a joint sub- 
mission to the Ministers for Health, Local Government and Agriculture. 


It will call for legislation to ensure that “the meat industry pays only one fee 
to one authority for the single inspection of one carcass at any given time." 


The submission is the result of two months’ work after the formation of a joint 
working party on meat inspection in September. 


It says that over the years the meat industry has had to contend with the un- 
wieldy and expensive system of dual meat inspection. 


In the last 18 months the situation had been exacerbated by the introduction 
of a further cost, a federal meat inspection charge. The situation had become 
intolerable. 


The committee wants: 

--The Department of Primary Industry to assume total responsibility for meat 
inspection in all export-licensed abattoirs. This meat should be allowed into 
the domestic market without re-i.spection or any extra State fee. 


--The Public Health Department to assume total responsibility for meat inspec- 
tion in PHD registered nonexport works. 


--Local government authorities to assume responsibility for nonexport meatworks 
operating within their jurisdiction. 
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The submission claims within their juriediction, that similar systems had 
worked effectively in South Avetralia and the Northern Territory. 


The committee said that in WA taxpayers were paying nearly $1/2 million to have 
meat inapected twice, unnecessarily. 


The committee rejected any State Government move for total control of meat in- 


aspection and claimed limited if any displacement of inapectorial etaff in public 
health or local government departments under ite proposals. 
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AUSTRALIA 


DEMAND, FUND FREEZE PUTTING STRAIN ON HOSPITALS 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 16 Dec 80 p 2 
[Article by Gregory Turnbull: “Demand for Pree Services Strains Hospitals”) 


{Text} Australian hospitals are etruggling to cope with an increase in the demand 
for their services as more people opt out of private health ineurance. 





According to the Australian Hospital Association, hospitals are being strained 
by the demand for more free services, which has coincided with a Federal Gov- 
ernment freeze on hospital funde. 


The executive director of the association, Mr Errol Pickering, said yesterday 
that the large number of people now seeking free hospital accommodation and out~ 
patient treatment was the major problem facing the hospital syseten. 


A etudy conducted by the association has confirmed the trend away from health 
inevrance towards free outpatient services. 


The study found that there was an average increase of 10 per cent in the number 
of people treated as outpatients at metropolitan teaching hospitals in the 
year to June. 


The study found that major city hospitals treated nearly 3 per cent sore “hospi- 
tal” patients (those who are not covered by insurance, and are given free hospi- 
tal accommodation and medical services) in the year. 


This increase matches the 3} per cent fall in the number of people with health 
insurance cover in the year to March. 


According to sources in the health insurance industry, the exodus from the funds 
that followed the last changes to the health system in September, 1979, has 
levelled off. [These changes abolished the 40 per cent rebate for all services 
costing $20 or less. Uninsured people were to be covered by the Government for 
the amount by which the scheduled fee for any single service exceeded $20.) 
Official figures for the past eight sonths are not available, but according to 
Mr Pickering the hospitale are continuing to report sore uninsured patients. 


cso: %400 
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AUSTRALIA 


FIRE HAZARDS NOTED 


SHORTAGE OF HOSPITAL BEDS, 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 17 Dee 80 p 3 





"Hospital Fire Hazard Report ‘Only the Tip'”) 


[Article by Toni MeRae: 
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AUSTRALIA 





WILD PIG MEAT EXPORTED TO BUROPE COULD BE DISEASED 
Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 9 Dee 80 p 1 
[Article by Max Jessop: “Sterility Alare Over Wild Pig Meat") 


{Text} Weet Europeans who eat wild pig meat from Australia could become eterile, 
@ Qeensland government expert warned yesterday. 


The Department of Primary Industries geat inepector at Roma, Mr John Glover, 

said: “An export industry in feral pige ie etarting to flourish and we feel we 
should iesue a warning about the dangers of eating thie meat if it is not properly 
cooked.” 


He feare the tradition in France, Weet Germany and Australia of epearing 4 boar 
—75 it on 4 hook to eat later ae “game” could cause 4 considerable amount 
of distress. 


Apart from the sterility problem, the Weet Europeans could aleo face high fever, 
lose of weight, and severe diarrhoea. 


According to Mr Glover, the problem is likely to be caused by the basparganum 
wore, an individual of cotton thickness that invades various parte of the pig. 


“If the pige are cooked properly, and pec»le learn how to identify the wore, 
the prospect of disease is far less acute,” he aaid. 


“But we fear for the Europeans, and indeed weekend shooters in Queensland and 
parte of NSW, who simply shoot pigs, take them home and cook then. 


“At least two countries are exporting pige to Europe for the game market and 
it ie true that before they leave Auetralia they are subject to Commonweal th 
health checke. 


“But thie does not eliminate, the danger that they will not be cooked properly, 
and we would not like our European friends exposed to these dangers. 


"We recently took 4 blood sampling survey of wild pigs intended for the export 
trade. The results vere alarming. Wo less than 60 percent were suffering fros 
leptospirosis and brucellosis. It could be that some wild pige in other areas 
are not affected, but there are great dangers in brigalow, and water-course 
districts.” 


CS: 5400 
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AUSTRALIA 


TOXIC ALGAE IN WATER=-The WA Department of Agriculture has warned farmers of 
4 toxic algae risk in farm water supplies. The department warned that water 
run-off from paddocks and the warmer weather would increase the growth of al- 
gee. It hae advised farmers that if toxic algae appear in dams, stock should 
be removed from that paddock. If the water was not being used for household 
or garden purposes, then the algae should be treated with herbicide, the de- 
partment said. [Text] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 15 Dec 80 p 55) 


ENCEPHALITIS FUND--The Federal Minister for Health, Mr MacKellar, yesterday 
announced a grant of $185,000 to continue the encephalitis control program. 
The money will go to national training, education and research projects. The 
last major encephalitis outbreak wae in 1974 in the Murray Valley, when about 
60 cases were reported. The head of the Health Department's public health 
division, Dr Langeford, said the control measures had worked effectively since 
the 1974 outbreak. “It ie « severe illness which can be fatal. If it is not 
fatal, the patient can be left severely disabled with brain damage," he said. 
The virus wae 4 particular problem in the Murray Valley Basin, the north of 
Auetralia and in Papua New Guirea. [Text] [Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in Eng- 
lish 24 Dec 80 p 2) 
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MYSTERIOUS DISEASE--Dacca, Jan 15--More than 100 children in southern Bangladesh 


have died of a mysterious sickness in the past month, the "Sangbad" newspaper 
eaid today. The paper said doctors had failed to identify the disease, the 
syaptoms of which were continuous vomiting and a drop in 


. te 
(text) (Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 16 Jan 81 p 13 

















NO FLU VACCINATION CAMPAIGN TO BE CONDUCTED THIS YEAR 


Volunteer Programs 
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 15 Dec 80 p 1 


[Text] The Government Health Department will not be conducting a campaign to 
encourage people to have flu vaccinations this year. 


Dr John Gourlay, Chief Medical Officer, said yesterday: “There will be vaccine 
available for people who want it, but the feeling now is that older people, 
with diabetes, kidney troubles and illness, are the best people to have it. 


"But although we won't be making such a big noise about it, it depends entirely 
on the individual. Anyone who feels they should like it, should have it. 


"We aren't mounting a full scale campaign, as we have done in the past." 


Dr Gourlay said that while a number of cases of flu had been reported, there 
had not been any indications of an extensive outbreak. 


"We get worldwide notifications of flu, but there is no real outbreak approach- 
ing us as yet." 


Dr Gourlay said that if an epidemic were to occur, it would probably be in 
January and February--the gost common time in past years. 


Bermuda appears to have been fortunate to escape any major outbreak of flu so 
far, as reports from abroad indicate that elsewhere flu viruses have been taking 
hold earlier than usual. 


In Britain, a “Red flu" strain--which mainly affects young people--has been 
widely reported. And a strain of gastric flu has reached epidemic proportions 
in several areas of the country. 











Epidemic Anticipated 
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 10 Jan 81 p 1 


[Excerpt] A flu epidemic is expected to sweep through the Island this winter 
for the first time in two years, Chief Medical ufficer Dr John Gourlay said 
yesterday. The number of people reporting the influenza virus rose to 118 
last week, up sharply from 22 the previous week. "It looks like we are in 
for an epidemic,” said Dr Gourlay, adding: "If the United States has an epi- 
demic, we usually have one too." 


Outbreaks of influenza are sweeping the United States, with epidemics occur- 
ring in the Eastern Seaboard, including New York City and Massachusetts, the 
U.S. Center for Disease Control reported this week. 


Sixteen states and the District of Columbia have isolated influenza virus 
A/Bangkok/79, a descendant of the a/Hong Kong virus that caused a national 
epidemic in the U.S. in the winter of 1968-9. 


Dr Courlay said the outbreak locally should peak in two of three weeks, and 
begin to subside by the beginning of February. The Department of Health offers 
flu vaccine for $2 every weekday morning until 12.30 p.m. 


Major Outbreaks 
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 13 Jan 81 p 1 


[Text] Bermuda moved closer to a full-scale flu epidemic yesterday, with several 
reports of major outbreaks of the virus. 


Chief Medical Officer Dr John Gourlay said yesterday that one school alone had 
reported 90 pupils off sick with influenza. Other schools were facing similar 
problems. 


And Dr Gourlay said that he had also heard of offices being decimated by the 
illness. 


Meanwhile, supplies of vaccine at the Department of Health were now in short 
supply. 


"We are Limiting vaccinations to old people, and people who have diabetes, heart 
trouble or other serious conditions,” said Dr Gourlay. 


"Healthy young adults do not really need vaccination, and should not apply." 


The flu outbreak in Bermuda is expected to peak in two or three weeks time, 
and subside early in February. 
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GUYANA 


FLY, MOSQUITO SPRAYING--The Public Health Department is continuing ite campaign 
against the fly and mosquito nuisance in the city and extensive epraying is be- 
ing conducted to destroy the breeding places of these pests. During the month 
workmen of the Department used 990 gallons of ofl, six gallons of Jeyes Fluid 
and 10 gallons of malathion for spraying, a report from the Department said. 
The report that was presented at yesterday's statutory meeting of the Council 
stated that 2,005 surface drains, 3,106 pit latrines and 1,896 aeration cham- 
bers were sprayed. There was also the daily spraying of refuse dumps and other 
accumulations of refuse to curb the breeding of flies and mosquitoes, the report 
added. Inspectors of the Department made routine checks during last month on 
nine city cinemas and nine contraventions were found. Four of these have been 
dealt with. With respect to rat extermination it was stated that all of the 
city's markets were sprayed and 746 pounds of rat bait were sold to the public 
by the Department. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 23 Dec 80 
p 27) 
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CHOLERA OUTBREAK THREATENS--Jakarta, Jan.5 (Reuter) Thousands of people made home- 
leas by «a massive landslide which claimed about 150 lives are now threatened by 
an outbreak of cholera, the authorities announced today. They declared the Talaga 
sub-district, 200 kms (125 miles) southeast of Jakarta, off limite to non-residents 
to prevent a epread of the disease. At least 3,000 people were made homeless when 
thousands of tonnes of rock and sud, loosened by days of torrential rain, crashed 
down the slopes of 3,078-metre (9,240-foot) Mount Ceremai wiping out the villages 
below. But the tragedy has aleo attracted curiosity seekers. The West Java 
newspaper Pakistan Rakyat eaid that 10,000 people have visited the etricken areas 
daily since news of the December 26 landslide became known. West Java provincial 
administration spokesman $. A. Jusac said the flow of visitors had to be stopped 
to prevent the cholera outbreak spreading. But he declined to say how many 
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HEALTH MINISTRY DENIES RUMORS--Tehran, Dec. 23 (Pars)--A spokesman for 
Ministry of Health yesterday morning categorically denied a report by 
radio on the spread of small pox, typhus and rabies in Isfahan and Qoa, 


spokesman said the rumour of the spread of typhus had been denied by the respon- 
sible health authorities several times before. He stated that no person with 
syaptoms of typhus had been seen in any part of the country and that the smallpox 


had been eradicated from the world for over 3 years. (Text) (Tehran KAYHAN 
INTERNATIONAL in English 24 Dec 80 p 2) 


INFANTILE PARALYSIS IMMUNIZATION--Tehran, Dec. 23 (Pars)--The immunisation of 
children under seven years of age against infantile paralysis started in Tehran and 
other provinces of the country yesterday, it was announced by the Public Relations 
and Guidance Department of the Ministry of Health. The Ministry called on all 
parents to take their children to the health and medical centres in order to 
Stee * - vaccines. (Text) (Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 

Dec p 2 














IVORY COAST 


SLEEPING SICKNESS ERADICATED 
Abidjan FRATERNITE-MATIN in French 27-28 Dec 80 p 11 


(Text) The rural health section commonly known as Endemic Diseases has for some 
time now been organizing frequent trips into the interior of the Adzope and Agbo- 
ville departments under ite jurisdiction. We witnessed a day's work of one of the 
teams, the sanitation team, in the field. This day's work convinced us of the 
importance of the work accomplished in rural areas by the rural health section. 

We met, for example, with Dr Henri-Georges Delolme, medical chief of this section, 
who spoke to us about the annual program which is often established at the begin- 
ning of the year and which is carried out by six specialized teams. The result 

of this campaign among the rural population, according to Dr Delolme, was not long 
in coming: trypanosomiasis, or sleeping sickness, is completely eradicated; there 
has also been a significant decline in leprosy, for a hundred patients have been 
declared cured each year; yaws is on the road to extinction: it is only found in 
the remote villages of Agboville; as for onchocercosis, it is not truly endemic: it 
only flares up in a very few villages of Adzope. Two diseases, however, remain 

at a high endemic level: these are tuberculosis and bilharzia. 


To deal with all these endemic diseases, 2 years ago the section was given thanks 
to the constant assistant of the minister for public health, several mobile units 
and travel equipment. 


However, the dearth of nursing personnel--both quantitatively and qualitatively-- 
impedes the Endemic Diseases program of activity. 


There is also the problem of rural populations that do not turn out in great num- 
bers for canvassing, vaccination, and health education; some patients, once they 
feel a bit restored, no longer regularly follow their prescriptions. The medical 
chief's wish is for the Adzope rural health section to join in the wider vaccina- 
tion program which is unfolding presently in the departments of Abengourow and 
Korhogo. The section also has immediate plans. 


The Section's Mission and Resources 


The rural health section's mission is to provide health coverage to the rural pop- 
ulation, in other words--following, in this respect, the recommendations of the 
WHO and the instructions of the minister of health--to provide each villager a 
minimum level of care, of health services; to carry the war on disease to the popu- 
lations of the departments of Adzope and Agboville. This is why the section visits 
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this populace estimated at 250,000 apread over 300 villages. The section is also 
responsible for tracking down and treating social scourages euch as trypanosomiasis 
(sleeping sickness), leprosy, onchocercosis, yaws, bilharzia, and tuberculosis. 


The section pursues four aims to that end: 
~-organize systematic contact with the people to track down these endemic diseases; 


~-carry out vaccination of infants against measles, tuberculosis (BCG), tetanus, 
and tetracoq; 


~~promote health education of the rural masses by improving the sanitation con- 
sciousness of the population; and 


~-analyzing water wells. 


The resources at the disposal of the section to carry out these activities consist 
in part of stationary unites and in part of mobile units. Thus six teams, includ- 
ing one for canvassing, two for vaccination, one for sanitation and water monitor- 
ing, and two special leprosy teams are responsible for work in the field. These 
teams rotate through the section in six-month details, working about 20 days per 
month. 


It should also be mertioned that there are peripheral units which are supported by 
the section and which are also waging the struggle against these endemic diseases: 
in 1979 these included 12 health centers and five maternity centers in Adzope, 

and seven health centers, four maternity centers, and one zone center in Agboville. 





During the same year, there were 11,732 patients and 22,728 consultations in the 
dispensaries. The leprosy division has one base headquarters: out of 2,071 
lepers counted on 1 January 1979, only 1,876 had not yet been cleansed by 31 
December of the same year; 242 were released from control while in the same year 
174 lepers, including 53 children, were diagnosed; in all, 986 patients were 
examined. This is an impressive struggle being waged against this disease, and 
it has led, as Dr Delolme tells us, to a significant diminution of this scourge, 
for each year a hundred victims are cured. 


The fight is also pursued against other scourges such as onchocercosis. According 
to our interlocutor, this sickness is not truly endemic in the region. It does 
however flare up in Adjame and M'Basso (Yakasse-Attobrou), Adikokoi (Akoupe) and 
Zonokoi (Adzope) which are in the zones bordering the Comoe River. One thousartd 
sixty-two attacks were diagnosed last year. From the sociological point of view, 
forest onchocercosis causes very little blindness. 


One hundred sixty-six patients were counted in 1°79 by the section: 123 under 
treatment and 65 new cases were diagnosed during visits by the tuberculosis divi- 
sion team. With regard to tuberculosis, which along with bilharzia remains at a 
high endemic level, according to the medical chief, we hope to carry out early 
diagnosis and thereby get better therapeutic results. 
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The problem posed by the various kinds of bilharszia are basically conditioned by 
life-atyle. Only combined action involving diagnosis, sanitary environment, and 
health education can make inroads againat the level of endemia. Which meane, 
simply, that eradication of this scourge is a queation of prevention. 


The forest environment, the doctor continues, is favorable to the development of 
the molluscs which are vectore for the disease. So it was in order to provide this 
prevention that the sanitation and water monitoring division was created and 
attempts to improve the hygiene-consciousness of the population and to ensure that 
water supplies for the villagers are adequate. This team has put together 205 
audio-visual presentations with slide projection; in February 1979 it was given a 
mobile unit and equipment for sampling and analyzing water. This equipment enables 
it to carry out ite mission in the rural environment where it has inepected 199 
wells. A rural school health team last year examined 31,270 pupile in the rural 
schools of Adzope, Agboville, and Asaguie as well as pupils from Azaguie's CRG 
[Secondary General Education School): 26,683 BCG vaccinations were administered, 

as well as 40,302 for DT [expansion unknown). 


The special team for "Cuinea worm" hosts was able to treat 86 patients at Petit 
Yapo (Agboville) and 116 at Abongoua and Adjame (Yakasse-Attobrou). We would 
mention that in 1979 the rural health laboratory carried out 45,968 analyses, 
two-thirds of which were for the Adzope Hospital. At the maternity centers of 
Affery, Akoupe, Yakasse-Attobrou, Agou, Azaguie, and Attobrou (Agboville), during 
the PMI vaccination sessions, they administered 4,228 BCG's on newborns and in- 
fants, and 5,142 antitetanus vaccinations to pregnant women. 


Finally, there is a zone center at Agboville which includes a treatment center for 
leprous diseases from throughout that administrative district ae well as a labora- 
tory: the latter is not adequate for a region the size of Agboville, especially 
since it has to provide services for the Agboville Horpital and the health centers 
of the department. It must be noted, however, that eventually a rural health 
section will be established in Agboville, Dr Delelme confided to us. 


Lack of Qualified Personnel 


These important activities of the local rural health section are somewhat hindered 
by some not insignificant difficulties: “It may be true that in the last two years 
we have been able, thanks to the ministry of public health, to provide the section 
with vehicles and field equipment, thus making possible a leap forward in our 
activities for the benefit of the rural populations,” Dr Henry Georges Delolme 
stresses, “but all the same our programs are somewhat impeded by the dearth of 
nursing personnel in both a quantitative and qualitative sense." The head regional 
official in Endemic Diseases, who hopes the local section of rural health will 
participate in the widened vaccination program that is proceeding presently in the 
Abengourou and Korhogo departments, confided to us that he has immediate plans: 

the creation of a special mobile team to fight bilharzia. This team will be 
responsible not only for diagnosing the diseases but also for treating the patients 
and above all providing health education for both rural and urban populations. 

This proposal depends on the availability of personnel. Dr Henri-Georges Delolme 
is asking the people to turn out in big numbers for the diagnostic, treatment, and 
health education sessions. Only in that way can the results obtained so far by 
this section be extended to everyone's benefit. 


9516 
CSO: 54600 


33 











GULNEA WORM EPIDEMIC REPORTED 
Abidjan FRATERNITE-MATIN in French 31 Dec 80 ~- 1} Jan 6) 
[Article by Justin Kasei) 


[Text) Gagnoa--317 of the 681 inhabitante of Olibribouo, a village located some 
16 km from Gagnoa, in “Paccolo” canton, have been stricken with “Guinea worn.” 


The origin of the epidemic remains a mystery. But « guess may be hasarded that the 
trouble seem to be coming from the poorly kept-up water-source of the village. In 
face of thie alarming situation, the Gagnoa hygiene and santitation team headed by 
Chiapo Georges is trying to throttle this epidemic which constitutes a hindrance 

to the development of the village. 


In fact, in the areas of cocoa and cafe production, the Olibribouo peasants play 
a decisive role. 


The hygiene and sanitation team faced with this epidemic lacks medicines and first 
aid equipment. The problem is so serious that ourees are obliged to use percale 
for bandages. The team has one vehicle, but lacks a driver. This is a4 serious 
handicap for Chiapo Georges and his colleagues who therefore are unable to provide 
follow-up care in the treatment of victims. 


There is a well in the village; but with 600 souls in Olibribows, it would be 
desirable to have a second, which would avoid the necessity for the women to wait 
in long lines for water. But why do the women of Olibribouo prefer the water of 
the “spring” to that of the pump? 


In this instance, the answer is that the pump-water is red-colored, and the people 
seem to have opted for the spring-water, which harbors the larva of the "Guinea 
vora.” 


One could even add that the pump-water reddens the food. This aspect of the situa- 
tion seems to be the basic reason the villagers are drawn to the spring. 


This must be stopped at once. We think that immediate help is necessary. For the 
situation in which the inhabitants of the village find themselves seems quite alarm- 
ing: the old, the young, the very young, everyone is and will be “paralyzed” in 
short order if help is delayed in coming. There would first of all be famine in 
the village, and then great damage to a major element in the Gagnoa region's 














economic life. The desire of all the victimes of the disease from whom we tried 
to wring a few words ie that officiale move quickly to the rescue in order to 
eecape the woret, 


According to Chiapo Georges, the activity of the sanitation team in the villages 
atricken by “Guinea worm” covers all fronte: namely, curative, preventative, and 
educational. 


in the curative area, the team would identify all the victims in the village and 
treat them with available medications. 


On the preventative side, after a brief atudy of the environment, the lake or 
river responsible for the disease in the village is identified. This body of 
water ie treated with a chemical product, but 4 single treatment is not enough. 


Educational activity, he added, is the moet important, for the villagere believe 
the cause of the malady could be anything from the village sorcerer, to the epirit 
of a dead man, or even the well system (the village hydraulics) when the firet 
appearance of the worm in the village coincides with the drilling of the well or 
wells. 


At Olibribouou, he said, all the elders of the village claim to have seen the 
"Guinea worm” come out of the water of the village well. Given that the water 
from thie well, after 24 hours, turns red, you will understand why they will never 
drink it. 


"This is why, for educational purposes, we explain the disease cycle at night to 
everyone with the help of slides; we show, with the help of microscopes, the 
cyclops (intermediate host) which we are all trying to find in the body of water 
responsible for the disease, accompanied by the village chief and the secretary 
general of the PDCI-RDA section [Democratic Party of the Ivory Coast-African 
Democratic Rally] of the subprefecture; we teach the women to filter the lake or 
river water in a simple but effective way to avoid the “Guinea worm;" we also 
teach the boys how to build improvements on the lake or river with local materials 
in such a way as to avoid walking in the water when drawing water. 


It must be stressed that the educational part is very such dependent on the cura- 
tive part. For when the villagers are well cared-for, they are open and receptive. 
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LUANG PRABANG MALARIA WORK~-Vientiane (KPL)-Prom the begianing of the year to 
the present the Malaria Suppression voit under the Luang Prabang 'rovince Pub- 
lic Health Division determined to perform ite duty vigorously, with the follow- 
ing results. They sprayed DDT to kill malaria carrying mosquitoes in 8 cantons, 
distributed malaria preventative drugs to over 20,000 persons, and examined 
67,000 blood samples for malaria. Among the latter they found 13,900 cases 

of parasitic disease. They have shown films on methods of preventing malaria 
and the “three-clean” principles of hygiene to the people to make them aware 
of the serious effects of the disease. They are now vying to score achieve- 
mente for the celebration of National Day on 2 December. ([Text) [Vientiane 
KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 7 Oct 80 p A3) 9615 


MALARIA IN VANG VIANG, KASI--On the morning of 7 October 1980 more than 20 medi- 
cal cadres from the National Health and Disease Prevention Department and from 
the Vientiane Public Health Division began to work in Vang Viang District and 
Kasi Dietrict of Vientiane Province. Their job was to discover and control 
malaria along with establishing a program to wipe out the disease entirely in 
these areas. On this occasion they brought film projectors to give the local 
people better service. They estimate their operation will take 1-1/2 months. 
[Text] [Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 10 Oct 80 p 1) 9615 


VIENTIANE HEALTH WORK--The public health statistics of the National Health De- 
partment, under the Ministry of Public Health, displayed at the That Luang 
Festival, informed us that all the cadres of the department and division put 
forth their entire effort in innoculating the populace in Vientiane Province 
against disease. They innoculated 169,030 persons against polio and 218,191) per 
persons for diphtheria, tetanus and whooping cough; treated 123,563 for tubercu- 
losis; and dealt with 385 rabid dogs. In addition, from 1977-1978 up to now 
they strove to persuade the people of various locales in the district towns and 
countryside to dig 209 wells by sanitary principles and construct 15,795 
latrines. This had important achievements in public health, for the department 
worked to welcome the fifth anniversary of National Day on 2 December. [Text] 
[Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 25 Nov 80 p 1) 9615 
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Children Vaccinated 


Biantyre DAILY TIMES in English 22 Jan 81 p 7 
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[Text] 








BANAMBA CENTER STATISTICS--The Raoul Folereaud Foundation associations granted 

13 million Malian france, 4 cross-country vehicle and a large quantity of medicines 
to the Banamba Endemic Diseases Center. This was announced by Sidy Adama Konate, 
director general for endemic diseases, in Banamba on 4 November when he arrived 
there with Mr Surmont, administrator for the Raoul Folereaud Foundation associa- 
tions, who resides in Bobo Dioulasso (Upper Volta). Messrs Konate and Surmont 
noted the following statistics at the Banamba Center: 582 cases of —23 under 
treatment; about 120 cases of bilharziasia; 64 cases of trichiasis and cases of 
trachoma, a6 well as a number of imported cases of onchocerciasis. ([Excerpte) 
[Bamako L'ESSOR in French 21 Nov 80 p 3) 
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MOZAMB 1 QUE 


CHOLERA OUTBREAK IN BEIRA~-Seventeen people have been admitted to Beira Central 
Hospital for cholera, and one person has died in hie home from the disease. 
Beira residents have been urged to remain calm but vigilant and to follow the 


hygiene rules publicized by the t. [LD300554 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1700 GHT 29 Jan 81 
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CHOLERA DEATHS IN BORNO--An outbreak of cholera has been reported in parts of Borno 
State. So far about 295 people have been killed by the epidemic in towns and vil- 
lages across the state, The areas affected by the disease are Gwora, Uba/Askira, 
Damboa, Konduga, Ngala end Fika, The state Commissioner for Health, Alhaji Maina 
Waziri cold newsmen in Maiduguri that the health management board was taking 
appropriate measures to curtail the spread of the disease. The measures, he said, 
included intensification of health education through the media, the distribution 
of posters and pamphlets and lectures in schools and market places on the preven- 
tion and cure of the disease, The commissioner said the government had 

drugs worth 100,000 Naira to combat the disease. Drugs worth 3 million Naira and 
2 million Naira worth of equipment would be purchased by the ministry this year. 
The commissioner said in conjunction with the state Water Board, his ministry 
would strive to improve sanitation in all parts of the state. He announced that 
the 4.5 million Naira Maiduguri Eye Hospital will be opened in August this year, 
Alhaji Maina Waziri said contract for the supply of equipment for the hospital had 
already been awarded. He expressed hope that people would no longer find it 
necessary to travel outside the state for treatment when the hospital started 
operation, [Abdullah Idris) [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 13 Jan 81 


p 1) 
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MORE CHOLERA CASES--Twenty-one new cases of cholera had been reported in South 
Africa by noon yesterday, according to the Department of Health. Of these nine 
were reported in the Northern Transvaal, eight from Kangwane and two each from 
Southern Transvaal and the Free State. The department said it still felt that 
mase-immunization against cholera was not a realistic measure as cholera carriers 
spread the bacteria even when immunized. “It may also create 4 false sense of 
immunity against the disease and lead to a lack of concern about personal and 
environuental hygiene. "Also immunization is effective for a few weeks only after 
which contraction is once again possible,” a spokesman for the department said. 
[Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 21 Jan 81 p 7) 


the 


WEEK'S CHOLERA CASES--The Department ot Health says 109 new cases of cholera were 
reported this week. Of these only 63 had to be hospitalised while 16 had been 
carriers, The department said it was still very concerned about the number of 
people who were “either acutely sick from cholera or who were symptomless carriers 


of - disease."--Sapa. [Text] (Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 24 Jan 61 
p 5 


CHOLERA TOLL--Another person had died of cholera and 21 new cases had 
been confirmed in South Africa, the Department of Health said in Pretoria 
yesterday. The death, the third this week, was reported in the Belepruit 
area.--SAPA. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 23 Jan 81 p 7) 
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CHOLERA IN TRINCOMALEE--The first person to contract cholera in the Trincomalee 
district died on Saturday at the Trincomalee hospital. The victim, an eleven- 
year-old girl, was one of five members of her family who are now being treated 

at the hospital for cholera, With the spread of the disease to Trincomalee, 
health authorities in the area have undertaken emergency measures such as chlorin- 
ating wells and carrying out health education campaigns to curb further spread of 
the disease, With a total of nine deaths reported from the Mannar area, parts 
of which have now been declared as diseased areas, the death toll now stands at 
10, Meanwhile health authorities said that a total of 60 positive cases have been 
reported from Mannar, [Text] [co 





toll from the latest outbreak of 
from Mannar, where nine deaths f 
in November, Health Ministry off 
have confirmed four more positive cases from that area, one more from Vavuniya. 
While Mannar recorded the most number of deaths and positive cases of cholera since 
the outbreak, two more deaths were reported las ee 

The cholera vaccine does not guarantee one hundred percent immunity the Health 
Ministry warned yesterday. This vaccine which gi 
people, is however being used now, i 

guard against cholera, the Deputy Director of Pub 
Silva, said yesterday. He added that people shou 
this disease even though they have been inoculated. [Text] 
English 21 Jan 81 p 3) 


i 


CHOLERA IN A'PURA PRISON--Ten prisoners from Anuradhapura have been confirmed as 
positive cholera cases, increasing the number of positive cases to 62 in the entire 
country. The outbreak of cholera in Anaradhapura which is confined to the Prisons, 
has been due to the presence of a remand prisoner from another area, Director of 
Health Services M.A. Jesudasan told a press conference yesterday. He said that 
although the number of suspected cases since the outbreak in mid-November is around 
199, seven succumbed to their death, there is no cause for alarm. Explaining that 
two more positive cases from Mannar were also reported, bringing the number of con- 
firmed cases in this area to 88, he disclosed that investigations carried out in 
the area where the disease broke out have revealed that the living conditions, 
sanitary and water supply facilities are very poor. The public, especially the 
Sri Pada pilgrims, are requested by health officials to practice proper health 
habits = avoid eating from out. (Excerpts) [Colomko SUN in English 1 Jen 81 

pp i, 2 











CAMPAIGN INTENSIFIED AGAINST WATER-BORNE DISEASES 


Blantyre DALLY TIMES in English 29 Dec 80 p 11 


lArticle by Ssalongo Ngom) 


{Text } 
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CHOLERA CASES CONFIRMED--Four more cases of cholera have been confirmed in Swasi- 
land, according to the latest bulletin issued by the Ministry of Health in Mabane. 
A six year old boy from Eavutshini area, about Skm from Mbabane, was admitted to 
the Mbabane Government Hospital on the 2nd of last month complaining of diarrhoea 
and vomiting. He was confirmed as a positive cholera case. His immediate rela- 
tives and neighbours were subsequently examined and three more mild positive 
cholera cases were diagnosed bringing the number of Emvutshini to four cases. All 
were treated and neighbouring homesteads were vaccinated, This family is, accord- 
ing to the Ministry of Health statement visited from time to time by people from 
neighbouring countries. The Ministry of Health will be keeping surveillance over 
the homestead concerned. There is no connection between these cases and those of 
Nkoyoyo and Mashobeni in the Piggs Peak area. A total of six cholera cases have 
been confirmed in Swaziland with only one death since the disease was first diag- 
nosed at Piggs Peak on December 3, 1980. A 15 year old school girl from Mashobeni 
wae treated at Piggs Peak Government Hospital and discharged last month. A woman 
from Nkoyoyo near Mbabane died at the Mbabane Government Hospital from cholera 
last month, The Ministry of Health has further reminded the public to report as 
early as possible patients complaining of diarrhoea and vomiting and to prevent 
cholera by boiling water if it is not froma treated source. The public is also 
reminded to wash hands after visiting a toilet; kill or prevent “Mosvane coming 
in contact with food and to avoid eating foods. (Text) THE 
TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 8 Jan p 

















SCHISTOSOMIASIS PREVENTLON MEASURES 


Lusaka ZAMBIA DAILY MALL in English 22 Jan 81 p 4 


[Article by David Lemon] 
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OUTBREAK OF CHOLERA~~Twenty=four people are being treated for cholera at Muhimbili 
Hospital, where the disease was reportedly brought in by a woman taking care of 
her eick child at the pediatrics ward. Sources at Muhimbili Medical Center said 
the patients included 15 children and 5 @othere in the pediatrics ward and another 
4 cases in Ward No 4, It was not revealed how many people had caught the disease 
since it broke owt last week. The minister for health, Ndugu (Aaron Kidow), 
yesterday appealed to the public to be calm since the disease has not epread from 
Muhimbili. Meanwhile, four people are reported to have died of cholera in Kigoma 
District. Three of the deaths occurred at Kaseke Health Center and another at 
Mwakizega Village. A team of doctors led by the regional health officer has left 
for Kaseke, and another is expected to go to Mwakizega very soon. [Text] [Dar 
es Salaam in English to Central and Southern Africa 1600 GMT 28 Jan 81) 


CHOLERA OUTBREAK~-Lushoto--Cholera, which had disappeared for some time in 
Lushoto District, has once again surfaced, killing 5 people out of 21 who have 
contracted the disease since the beginning of this month. According to a 
statement issued today by the Health Department at a meeting of the district 
anticholera committee, 12 people were treated and allowed to go home, while 4 
others are still undergoing treatment at Ibiri, Magamba and Kiliwai villages. 
Meanwhile, 10 suspect cases have been admitted to health centers in Mombo. A 
Mombo hospital spokesman told TANZANIA NEWS AGENCY (SHIHATA) on the telephone 
that when the disease first broke out it affected 14 people, 4 of whom have now 
been allowed to go home. [Text] [LD280424 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in 
Swahili 1700 GMT 25 Jan 81 LD/EA) 


CHOLERA PREVENTION MEASURES--Dodoma District (Urban) has been allocated 63,900/- 
by the Regional Development Directorate to be used in preventive measures against 
cholera. An outbreak of the disease was reported in the villages of Keikei and 
Chubi in Kondoa District towards the end of last year where it killed two people 
with 40 more hospitalised. Strict preventive measures have been taken in Dodoma 
District where there is a high concentration of people especially now as prepara- 
tions for the CCM Fourth Anniversary are in full swing. [Text] [Dar es Salaam 
SUNDAY NEWS in English 11 Jan 81 p 1] 
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LEPROSY INCIDENCE RISES~--The number of persons afflicted with leprosy in Bangkok 
has increased from 2,000 three years ago to 6,000 this year. This may be an 
epidemic. Dr Thira Ramsut, the director of the leprosy division in the Department 
of Communicable Disease Control of the Ministry of Public Health indicated that 

the authorities are ascertaining the facts from these figures. Initial hypotheses 
are that it may be the result of migrations from the countryside. [Text] [Bangkok 
SIAM RAT in Thai 15 Dec 80 p 1) 
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women will be out of the clinic,” 
and wanted to 


were feeling better 
in Boglish 17 Jan 81 p 2 
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ALBANIA 


EFPORT TO COMBAT TUBERCULOSIS IN LIVESTOCK 
Tirana ZERI I POPULLIT in Albanian 4 Oct 80 p 3 


oo by Emanuel Heba: “Problems Which Require Effective Scientific Concep- 
tion 


[Text] One of the important taske of the veterinary service and of the livestock 
workere ie the struggle againet tuberculosis in livestock. The necessity of the 
etruggle against this infectious and contagious disease is dictated by the economic 
harm it causes to the livestock economy and by the danger it presente for infecting 
the population. Therefore, the struggle against tuberculosis in livestock has an 
economic and social character. As a result of an organized work in tracking down 
and fighting thie infection in livestock, good results have been achieved in curing 
many centers of infection in the economy and in various districts. In comparison 
with 1973, the level of infection has been decreased four times. Every year, in 
our country, 70 percent of the cattle are checked. And, in thie number, the level 
of infection is 0.25 percent. This fact telle about the great work done to limit 
this dangerous disease. 


Better results have been achieved by the state agricultural sector which has 

reduced infection to 0.07 percent. In the meantime, many districts which have had 

a more severe infection, such as Shkoder, Lushnije, Fier, Kruje and Korce have also 
had noticeable reductions in this infection during these years. However, despite 
thie fact, an analysis of work in 1979 shows that, while 18 districts have continued 
to limit this infection or to keep it at the level of 1978, eight other districts, 
that is, Diber, Pogradec, Librazhd, Kolonje, Tirana, Mat, Lezhe and Berat, have 

had increases in the level of tuberculosis infection in livestock. 


The mountain districts, especially Diber District, are of particular concern; in 
1979 Diber District had 2.99 percent infection and one-third of the centers of 
infection in the country and 50 percent of its cattle were found to have tubercu- 
losis. The interruption in the decrease of the level of infection and, even more, 
the improvement of it in eight districts, telle about the need for a greater inten- 
sification of the complex of necessary measures for the successful struggle against 
this chronic disease by the veterinary service and by all the agricultural workers 
and leaders of these units and districts. 


In regard to the tasks assigned for tracking down and further limiting tuberculosis 
in livestock, our veterinary science in recent years has further improved its 
research work, introducing, in the large veterinary prectice, gore precise methods 
for tracking down the disease and more effective means for its discovery. 
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With the introduction of new detecting methods, 4 more rigorous and more effective 
discovery of afflicted animale was assured and, at the same time, practical posei- 
bilities for making differentiated diagnoses of thie disease were created; thie 
disease, in its allergic manifestation, can be confused with some other haralesse 
infections, In this way, the veterinary diagnosie of tuberculosis in livestock 

was elevated to contemporary advanced levels. Now, the results, obtained in imple- 
menting the new methods of tracking down and combatting tuberculosie in livestock, 
are obvious, Nevertheless, the taske of our veterinary ecience in the future are 
to extend themselves in the further perfection of differentiated diagnostic methods; 
while, all veterinary specialiate must further intensify their etruggle for the 
best assimilation possible of these methods, in order to implement them with great 
scientific discipline. In thie field, the Inatitute of Livestock has developed 

a great and concrete work in the terrain and a great number of theoretical and 
practical seminars with all the epecialiate of the country by aleo combatting some 
conservative manifestations instilled by the old practice of tracking down and 
combatting thie disease. 


The importance of an accurate, large and systematic tracking down of tuberculosis 
in livestock, which is carried out by allergy teste (tubercularization), is to be 
found in the fact that the struggle againet it is based on the early discovery of 
the afflicted animale and on their immediate removal from the herd. It has been 
proven that this is the most scientific, practical and economic way of struggling 
against it. However, as any other experimental diagnostical method, the allergy 
teste for tubercularization, despite their continuing improvement, are not at all 
without shortcomings, because, they are based on the biological phenomenon of 
allergy, whose manifestation is conditioned by many factors, such as the stage of 
development of the illness, the physical condition of the animal and ite age and 
so forth. Only if he has a deep scientific conception of the effective value of 
allergic tracking down, will our veterinary specialist be capable of accurately 
executing the special legal regulation approved for this purpose, thus, assuring 
the expected result in the early discovery of the infection and in curing the herds 
which have been afflicted. Knowing the existence of the manifestation of false 
allergic reactions, it is particularly important to combat the tendency consisting 
of considering them as such, a priori; on the contrary, one must act only on the 
basis of the differentiated diagnostic methods, of course, when they are deter~- 
mined by regulations. 


In addition to accuracy, the systematical monitorings of the entire livestock by 
means of allergy tests has also a great importance. In this regard, a good work 
is being done for checking the herds of the state and cooperative sectors which 
are checked 100 percent, at least twice a year. However, work is lagging 4 great 
deal in regard to the checking of the animals of the yards of the cooperative 
members, where the control is not more than 30 percent. The veterinary examina- 
tion of livestock in the mountain districts particularly is progressing at an 
inadequate pace; for example, in Tepelene (14 percent), Tropoje (29 percent), 

and Kolonje (43 percent) and so forth. For the implementation of this veterinary 
examination, it is also necessary for the local state organs in villages to give 
proper assistance to the veterinary service in the execution of this legal veteri- 
nary measure. 
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The removal of the sick animale from the herd for the purpose of slaughter or of 
temporary utilisation while in iselation is an unquestionable necessity which 
cannot be discussed for any reason, In general, thie veterinary measure is taple- 
mented by the veterinary workers in a responsible aanner, Despite this, taper- 
missible attitudes are also noted; they are based on the lack of a deep acientific 
conception of the problem by some specialiate and directors of agricultural unite. 
Basing the struggle against tuberculosis in livestock on technical and economic~~ 
deeply scientific--principles, our veterinary lawe allow the economic utilisation 
only of the afflicted cows which have great productivity, but always under the 
atrong conditions of quarantine, in regard to thie matter, one must never overdo 
and, in addition, one gust never keep sick work oxen for utilisation, because, 
their tsolation, while in work, is always formal. Such a phenomenon is observed 
especially in Diber District where, during 1979, 80 percent of the isolated 
animals were work oxen in production, 


Many unite and districts, such as Shkoder, Lushnje, Leshe and other districts, 
have done 4 good work during these past yeare for the elimination of the places 
of isolation; while, other unite and districts are taking measures for their quick 
elimination, Nevertheless, at the end of 1979, 37 isolation places with 2003 
head of cattle, afflicted by tuberculosis, were registered in all the country; 

out of this, 20 isolation places and 80 percent of the cattle herds belong to 
Diber Dietrict. It must be well understood that the places of isolation always 
remain a danger for prolonging the infection, as long as the rigorous implementa- 
tionof all the set measures is not assured, 


Pasteurization or, simply, the boiling of the milk reserved for calves is another 
important link for the protection against tuberculosis. Thie health and veterinary 
measure is properly implemented in the majority of the afflicted units. However, 
in certain cases, this measure does not progress well, because of lack of proper 
evaluation and because of insufficient efforte to assure timber or large utensils 
of the pasteurizer type. For our livestock economy with large concentration, it 
would be very useful to generalize thie measure, regardless of whether or not 

there is tubercular infection, because, it is known that unboiled milk is one of 
the ways of spreading many chronic infections in calves. 


The use of organic fertilizer, not disinfected in a biothermic manner, also remains 
one of the main ways for spreading tubercular infection. Acting in this manner, 
even the removal of the afflicted animale from the herd is only a bureaucratic 
action on the part of the veterinary section as long as all the other animals are 
left in contact with the non-disinfected manure which is a reserve of infection. 
There are scientific data showing that the manure of a sick cow produces 4 millions 
of germs in 24 hours. Where the biothermic disinfection of manure and periodical 
or radical disinfections of the stables and of the areas around them are carried 
out with scientific discipline, the results of the struggle to eliminate infection 
have been good and stable. On the contrary, where this work is done superficially, 
infection has been perpetuated for years. 


In this article we cannot deal with all the other links, no less important, of the 
struggle against tuberculosis in livestock. It is important to make it clear that 
tuberculosis in livestock is not eradicated “with injections" or “by the doctor's 
work alone." Those are the erroneous concepts of some directors of our agricultural 





unite, On the contrary, the etruggle againat tuberculosis is a whole complex of 
technical, organizational and economic measures which must be conceived and imple- 
mented in a ecientific manner, It must be clear once more that allergic diagnostic 
methods, no matter how scientific they might be and even if they will be further 
improved in the future, nevertheless, lose their detection force in weak and old 
animale or dur ag the advanced stage of their sickness. Therefore, the success 

of the struggle to eradicate the infection of tuberculosis is never achieved if, 
firet of all, a eufficient and clean maintenance is not assured so as to reinvigo- 
rate, inanormal manner, the herds of livestock; this requires a complete food 
base and sufficient and suitable shelter. Failure to slaughter afflicted or old 
animals for the purpose of keeping the planned number of animals and for the 
purpose of productivity, the use of organic fertilizer in contradiction with 
quarantine regulations and delays in the construction of stables or failure to 
plan fuel are problems which must find their solution in all our agricultural 
unite. In the meantime, although, in general, the methodical and scientific 
leadership has been good, there still is room for improving it, especially, in 
regard to the planned assistance in maintenance work and in investments in some 
special districts. Such an assistance is completely possible. Based on the pre- 
sent achievements, on the experience gained and on the existing possibilities and 
reserves, we must move on to the complete elimination of tuberculosis in livestock. 


9150 
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AUSTRALIA 


UNIVERSITY TO AID INDONESIA IN ANIMAL DISEASE PROGRAM 
Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 26 Nov 80 p 10 


[Text] North Queensland's James Cook University is to run a major development 
aid project on animal disease in Indonesia. 


Vice-chancellor K. Back said the $4.5 million project had been arranged by the 
Department of Foreign Affaire at the request of the Indonesian government. 


The project is to develop the research and diagnostic capability of the animal 
disease research institute at Bogor, in West Java. 


James Cook's department of tropical veterinary science will provide special 
scientific advice and help. 


Prof Back said department staff had substantial experience of animal diseases 
in the tropics of asia and africa. 


"Recruitment of a special team of veterinarians and technicians which will 
develop training programs for the graduate and technical staff of the institute 
has already begun," he said. 


"New research and diagnostic techniques will be introduced and Indonesian staff 
will come to Australia to undertake special courses to upgrade their qualifica- 
tions and skills.” 


Professor Back said farming was carried out in Indonesia by intensive commercial 
organisations as well as by individual village farmers. 


He said the country was fast moving to increase animal production generally and 
the team would work with a wide range of livestock, each type having its own 
disease problem. 


"During the first phase of the project, research will focus on bacterial and 
viral diseases of livestock throughout indonesia," he said. 


“Later, problems caused by parasite and fungal infections will also be investi- 
gated. 
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AUSTRALIA 


STEPS TAKEN TO PREVENT SCREW WORM FLY LNVASION é 
Canberra THE WEEKEND AUSTRALIAN in English 29-30 Nov 80 p 6 
[Article by Max Jessop: “Battle Stations Against a Nasty Fly") 


[Text] Australia is upgrading ite defence forces to keep out invaders from 
the north...at a cost of about $1000. 


Thies time it fs neither the yellow peril nor the red menace that concerns the 
etrategiats...just the humble screw-worm fly. 


Queensland Primary Industry Department officials have warned that the fly is 


now rampant on the New Guinea mainland, only Jim from the Torres Strait 
Islands. 


A DPI veterinarian in Cairns, Mr Russell Bock, said yesterday: "Believe it or 
not, deer have been known to swim across from PNG to the Torres Strait Islands. 


"The screw-worm fly, which is now common in PNG and Indonesia, is capable of 
laying maggots that burrow into the skin of deer and win a free trip to Australia. 


“If this menace develops, it would cost primary producers up to $150 million a 
year because of disease to cattle and sheep. 


60 Traps 
"The fly attacks all warm-blooded animals, including humans." 


To combat the menace, the department is constructing traps to lure the flies 
with a special chemical and trap them on a sticky substance. 


When the program is fully in swing, there will be 60 traps strategically placed 
on properties on Cape York Peninsula and on various Torres Strait Islands. 


"The traps and their chemicals cost about $12 each and we will be paying some 
of the islanders to man them for us," Mr Bock said. 


"The dead flies will be sent to Cairns for identification and if any screw-worm 
flies are among them we will know where to begin our eradication attacks on them. 


“We believe $1000 is a small price to pay when $150 million a year is at stake. 
Another benefit to DPI officers is anyone handling the obnoxious chemicals used 
in the traps always finds plenty of space at the bar afterwards" 
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BRIEFS 


EUROPEAN BEE DISEASE--'rimary Industries Department officials have placed a 
southern Queensland apiary under quarantine, following the discovery of a 
serious bee disease. It is the first time the disease--European brood dis- 
ease~--has been located in Queensland, although it has caused considerable 
problems and losses in apiaries in southern Australia in the last two years. 
The Primary Industries Minister, Mr Ahern, said the quarantined apiary was 
in the Y¥: \arbon-Felton area, but had been operating recently in the Proston 
district in the South Burnett. [Text] [Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in Eng- 
lish 18 Dec 80 p 3} 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


BOVINE RABIES--Salvador (0 GLOBO)--More than 50 animals died of bovine rabies in 
recent days in Itaju do Colonia, located 519 km away from this capital. The 
disease, which could spread to the entire southwest region of Bahia State, is 
transmitted by bats. A total number of 600 animals have been affected thus far 
by the disease including horses and birds. [PY212244 Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO 

in Portuguese 21 Jan 81 p 4] 
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RODENTS SAID CAUSING SERLOUS DAMAGE TO ECONOMY 


Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 9 Jan 81 pp 1, 5 


Text | 


ADDIS ABABA (EH) — Rodents 
ere doing ioceloulable damage to the 
ostional economy, as farmers cufler « 
loss of between 10 and 25 por cont 
from the total yield of crop per year in 
“rodem problem” areas. 


the Institute of Agrivultural Research 
(LAR), ia em interview with our re 
porter yesterday, Eleborsting further 
on the damage being caused by rodents, 
Comrede Getachow eaid thet « farmer 
loses every year en overage of 230 Birr 
per ret in store sod § to 10 Bier por ret 
in the field. 


The research officer noted thet « co 
dent can consume 10 to 20 gremmes 
of cereals per day but causes a damage 
of up to 10 kilos of coreals in one day. 
He ssid hoes ateessment due to rodent 
attack in big stores in urban erees in 
differem perts of the country fe estl- 
mated a ebout 7 to 8 million Birr per 


ters. The main-ones plagues, leptospi- 
rosis, leishmaniasis, which exe known 
as rat-brone diseases. 


Laying further emphasis on the eo- 
nomie damage being caused by rodente 
in the egrioulturel esotor, he observed 
that crops ere cubbject to attack by ro 
dents frem the moment ¢hey ere plant- 
ed. They ext the seeds in the fick, 
they doveur the young choot, or sood- 
lings. He enld Ghey do the same to the 
seem, leaves and the ripe arop. 

He said during harvest time, the ro- 
dents attack Ge antheathed ssed by- 
ing in the field and they eat those kept 
in temperery Gores. They destroy 
grain containing bag, in steres and eat 
the coreals bur the heaviest damage is 
done te cereals by way of contemina- 
ton, which also lowers the quality. Ro 
dents equally couse damage to electri- 
cal and telephone lines end do much 
harm in the heme. They poll food end 
home utensils, de damage to pipelines 
and even start Gres by causing dion 
cirouit on the lines through gnawing. 

Discussing the biclogi-al aspect of 
rodents, Comrade Getachow said that 
they ere highly reproductive. He noted 
thet they ere 2 guewing qecies in or- 
der to keep thelr tecth to « standerd 
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sine oo it is growing Contiquously, Giv- 


lng cxaraples of the reproductive rate 
of a rodent, he said the female can 


give birth of 6 to 12 rats at @ time, He 
said the female oan become pregnant 
within 24 to 46 hours efter giving 
birth. A rai can give birth every 20 to 
21 days ead the young one can, give 
birth at the age of about 60 days. 

The reseamh officer reported that 
there are about 57 diffesent species of 
rodents in Ethiqpia socording to stu- 
dies carried out by experts. As showa 
in laboratory studies a single couple 
can produce 1,000 to about 1,500 rats 
per year. Major field pest species of 
rodents in Ethiopia number about se- 
ven while major storage pest species 
ere about three. The minor pest species 
of rodent include most of the species 
end sre about 40 in ell. 


Control Methods 
Comrade Getachew also discussed 
the three main eostrol methods being 


employed against rodents in Ethiopia. 
The fire method known as physical or 
meghanical involves the ase of traps, 


cleaning storage premises, proofing of 
orop storage in roder to arold infeste- 


tiam end the destruction of weeds on 
crop fields. The certying out of regular 
campaigns against rodents by wey of 
destroying breeding, hiding and resting 
sites in the field is considered os en- 
other method of controlling them. 
The two other methods of controll- 
ing rodents ere biological and chemical 
control. The first is mainly done by 
protecting the neturel enemies of ro 
dents and the introduction of specific 
roden, diseases in outbreak ereas. The 
o⸗ætural enemies of rodents in Ethiopia 
are cats, snakes, owls, eagles and seve- 
ral others. The research officer pointed 
out thet cats are no more effective in 
controlling rodents because they are 
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RABIES IN URBAN AREA--The carcass of a suspect rabid dog killed in Teimshateul te 
being tested for the disease, an Agriculture and Fisheries Department spokesman 
con! irmed yesterday. The dog wae killed last Thureday near the Gun Club Barracks 
in Auetin Road. If the teste prove the dog was rabid, it will be the 14th case 
since the outbreak began on October 4—-and the first within an urban area. The 
Agriculture and Fisheries spokesman said there were no immediate plans to enlarge 
the size of the infected area, or to increase the scope of the department's animal 


inepection roadblocks. [Excerpts] [Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 
15 Jan 81 p 16) 
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AFRICAN SWINE FEVER SAID ENDEMIC, CONTROLS URGED 
5400 


Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 8 Jan 81 p 3 


[Text] 
CSO: 





VIETNAM 


MEASURES TO TAKE TO PREVENT, CONTROL ANIMAL DISEASES 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 24 Dec 80 p 2 
| Article: '' Prevention and Control of Livestock Diseases" | 


[ Text] In the last several years swine cholera appeared, spread and caused a lot 
of damages. Among the hogs that died of diseases each year, more than one-half 
died from cholera. 


This year this disease has appeared in 13 provinces and cities. 


For the protection of the herd of domestic animals and as a contribution to carry- 
ing out the plan for development of animal husbandry, the Premier has given the 
Ministry of Agriculture and provincial people's committees the responsibility for 
assuming tight leadership over preventive inoculation and veterinary hygiene so as 
to be able in the next few years to control and wipe out swine cholera throughout 
the country. 


In the localities that are struck by the disease, the most important work is to un- 
cover it early and to take the measures to get rid of it in time. When they detect 
the disease or suspect that it exists, the village people's committees must report 
immediately to their district counterparts so that cadres in veterinary medicine 
could be sent to the local areas to determine whether the disease exists and to 
take the measures to contain and then destroy it. 


After the agricultural services have determined the presence of swine cholera, 
the provincial and municipal people's committees urgently decide about announcing 
and carrying out the necessary measures where the disease has broken out. 


Reports on the disease must be concise, accurate and fast. The time to report 
from one echelon to the next cannot take more than 12 hours from the time the 
news about the disease has been received. During the fight against the disease, 








the agricultural organs must report to their higher echelons once every 10 days. 
Inoculation must be done immediately for all of the hoge in the area struck by the 
disease; at the same time, quick handling of the infected hogs in accordance with 
the Ministry of Agriculture regulations must take place in order to quickly get 
rid of the source of the disease. 


The time to completely destroy a swine cholera source cannot be more than a 
month, 


The localities where there is no swine cholera must strengthen preventive hygiene 
and fully apply hygienic measures in pigpens, good feeding and care to increase 
the resistance of hoge to the disease. Organize strict disease control in the 
transportation of domestic animale among different areas, particularly in the 
border areas, and strengthen control over slaughtering. Seriously carry out the 
regulations about inoculation to prevent the disease from breaking out. In addi- 
tion to periodic inoculation, booster shots must be given every month. The per- 
centage of inoculation must be 100 among the hogs to receive shots. 





Depending on the situation of the disease in different localities, preventive inocu- 
lation can be done at the same time for the three diseases that often break out: 
swine cholera, swine erysipelas and pasteurellosis. 


Swine cholera usually ~-cure in the old pockets of contagion; therefore, it is nec- 
essary to fully carry out the disease management procedures prescribed in such 
places. Maintain close observation of the chronically infected hogs, sows and 
little breeding hogs in order to uncover the disease quickly and to handle it in 
time. 


Administer preventive shots 3-4 times a year to all of the hogs that must receive 
inoculation in the old pockets of contagion. 


5598 
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INTER-APRICAN AFFAIRS 


NEW LOCUST PLAGUE THREATENS AFRICA 
Lagos NEW NIGERIAN in English 19 Jan 61 p 5 


(Text) Vast regions of Africa are threatened by invading swarms of locusts 
originating in Chad. Specialists in locust control have been asked to stand 
by to be called into the crisis area at short notice. 


The UN Food and Agriculture Organisation is providing some 700,000 dollars 
for helicopter services, consultants, equipment and supplies to strengthen 
local capabilities in the face of the emergency. 


The UN Development Programme has raised 310,000 dollars. Britain is paying 
for vehicles, aircraft, spray gear and scientific consultants. West Germany 
has offered 10,000 litres of concentrated insecticides. 


During the last plague of the migratory locust between 1928 and 1941, most 
African countries south of the Sahara vere invaded by the swarms. 


Locusts feed mainly on grass, both wild and cultivated. Specialists say 
that, in the present emergency, “major control efforts will be required to 
prevent the eruption of a major plague." 


At stake are the cereal yields of a continent already suffering the effects 
of severe drought and several wars. Edouard Saouma, the FAO director-general 
warns: “We are on the verge of simultaneous human disaster in many countries 
of an unprecedented character, with all the terrible implications of the 
consequences of inaction.” 


Saouma made an urgent appeal for assistance after the 18-nation International 
African Migratory Locust Organisation had expressed fears that the swarm, 
which are already invading Nigeria and Cameroun, could spread to the Sudan 
and elsewhere. 


The organisation was established by Britain, France and Belgium in 1952, 
when they had colonial responsibility for much of Africa. 


A spokesman for Britain's Overseas Development Administration, a leading 
authority on locust control, said there had been several serious locust 
outbreaks in the Lake Chad basin since 1969, causing intensive crop damage. 
The region has now been officially designated as a locust outbreak area. 











Until recently, much of the specialist world's attention was focused on the 
desert locust, which three years ago threatened an iamense area comprising 
some 5O countries from the weat coast of Africa to Himalayas. 


The present emergency, although it involves the migratory locust, is potentially 
just a8 serious as the last, and the populations of many countries which may 
be affected are totally unprepared to meet a new agricultural disaster. 





Saouna says: “In addition to the famine in Uganda, prolonged drought has 
affected several Sahelian countries, Djibouti and southern Ethiopia, In 
southern Africa, Angola, Botewana, Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe 
have suffered from drought. 


"Kenya and Tanzania, which were self-sufficient in recent years now face food 
shortages, and Somalia had the double crippling burden of delayed and erratic 
rains and the largest concentration of refugees in the world." 


"A spokeaman for Britain's Overseas Development Administration, a leading 
authority on locust control, said there had been several serious locust 
outbreaks in the Lake Chad basin since 1969, causing intensive crop damage. 
The region has now been officially designated as a locust outbreak area. 
Until recently, much of the specialist world's attention was focused on the 
desert locust, which three years ago threatened an immense area comprising 
some 50 countries from the west coast of Africa to Himalayas." 
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AUSTRALIA 


WIND, SALT CAUSE FUNGUS IN SOUTH-WEST GRAPE CROP 

Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 11 Dee 80 p 76 

[Article by Michael Zekulich] 
[Text] Strong winds carrying salt from the ocean have 
caused serious damage to some South-West winegrape 
crops, particularly the rhine riesling variety. 


The effect has been to expose the vines to attack by the fungus disease alter- 
naria for the second successive year. 


Last year one vineyard estimated its riesling losses at 80 tonnes, worth about 
$25,000. 


It is thought to be the first time in Australian viticultural history that alter- 
naria has done such damage. 


Mr C. Hosking, the acting chief of the Agriculture Department's horticulture 
division, said yesterday that no accurate assesement had been made of the ex- 
tent of the damage. 

Vines in exposed situations had suffered badly. 


Riesling, in particular, appeared to be susceptible to the strong winds in the 
area and the salt they carried. 


The loss of the variety is a blow to wine producers in the area in view of the 
strong demand for dry white table wines. 


Meeting 


Mr Hosking said a meeting of growers and department officers was held at Mar- 
garet River on Tuesday. 


It was decided to concentrate on certain areas of research as funds became 
available to try to combat the setback. 


Researchers would try to establish whether it was the wind, salt or a combina- 
tion of both that did the primary damage. 











Other proposals included: 


~-Treatment to delay bud-burst till after che battering spring gales by late 
pruning or chemical sprays. 


~The growing of protective wind breaks. 


~The use of different nitrogen fertilisers to make the vines more resistant. 
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AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


EUCALYPTUS DIEBACK BLIGHT--A plague of eucalyptus dieback blighting northern 
NSW has triggered research programs to find what causes the disease. Dieback, 
which attacks all gum trees, is spreading across the country and has penetrated 
Victoria where insects appear to be connected with its rapid spread. Research 
points to the Christmas beetle as the major cause of dieback, which some experts 
predict could denude the country of its native tree growth by the end of the 
century. But it is not clear how the beetle carries or transmits the disease. 

A Monash University research team led by Dr Alan Yen has started studying the 
role of insects in the life-cycle of the eucalypt. Meanwhile, the University of 
New England at Armidale, NSW, has formed a Dieback Research management committee 
which has been allocated $23,000 to set up research projects into the dieback 
epidemic. The projects include a survey of the extent of dieback in the northern 
tablelands. [Text] [Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 11 Dec 80 p 9] 
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COFFEE Db: SEASE PREVENTION--Nekemte (ENA)--The Haru Coffee Plantation Lmprovement 
Project in Haru District, Gimbi Province in Wollega Region is in good condition. 
The project has sprayed medicine against coffee diseases on 312 hectares and has 
planted coffee seedlings free from diseases on 106 hectares in the last two years, 
Comrade Tafesse Assres, head of the Project, disclosed. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE 
ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 11 Jan 81 p 1) 
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NIGERIA 


MONEY FOR PEST CONTROL--The Kano State Government has earmarked more than 400 
million Naira for the control of crop pests and droughts in all the local govern- 
ment areas of the state. This was revealed by the Commissioner for Agriculture 
and Natural Resources, Alhaji Abdu Dawakin Tofa, at the opening of this year's 
first agricultural show at Mallam Madori. [Excerpt] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in 
English 14 Jan 81 p 17) 
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OFFICIAL REPORTS SUCCESS IN WAR AGAINST BARK BEETLE 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 6 Nov 80 p 21 
[Article by Lennart Lundegardh] 


[Text] The war against the bark beetle is going very, chiefly in the 
the forests of Varmland. Two years’ use of odor trap insectisides and 
forest protection measures has cut the number of noxious insects in half 
and insect attacks on the forests have decreased 60 percent. Researchers 
estimate that the traps (plastic tubes containing an odorous substance 
which attracts harmful insects during the swarming season in May-June) 
saved about 227,000 spruce trees from attack. 


The results of the summer are still not clear, however it appears 
possibly as many as a half million trees escaped attack. "On the 
average, one trap catches about 8,000 bark beetles, the same number of 
beetles which usually attack one tree," says Jan Regnander from the agri- 
cultural university leading the war against the bark beetles. 


Mass Attack 


The worst was directed toward gradually reducing the insect population, 
that is, the entire number of bark beetles, to a level where they no 
longer go after live trees. This mass attack caused the massive loss of 
trees last year. The forest can stand a “normal” number of bark beetles. 


"Even I was skeptical in the beginning,” says Jan Regnander, “but now I 
am convinced that the project will succeed. We have been forced to 
proceed further than we would have liked to for scientific reasons, but 
the most important thing is to save the forest. The 50 million Kronor 
that have already been spent so far have been spent well. However, now 
we should try to find a way to finish the job by devoting 2 or 3 

more years to directly fighting the problem and following up with 
preventive measures. To stop our work now would evidently risk letting 
the bark beetles take over again," Jan Regnander concluded, 
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TRINIDAD 


"KILLER BEES' DEVASTATING COCONUT, OTHER CROPS 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 19 Dec 80 p 4 


[Text] The Africanised bees, also known as ‘killer bees,' have turned their 
attention to coconuts devastating large fields in the Icacos-Cedros districts. 


The deadly bees were first sighted off the south western peninsular three years 
ago and from them until now have destroyed thousands of coconuts grown for the 
copra market. 


Demonstrating the effects of the ravages of the killer bees on coconuts yester- 
day was Senator George Bovell who exhibited in the Senate a normal dry nut and 
two nuts attacked by the Africanised bees. 


The nuts attacked by the bees were one quarter the size of a normal nut and 
Senator Bovell in his contribution on the 1981 Budget Debate in the Senate said 
that he was losing about $59 une every 1,000 nuts reaped. 


The Independent Senator, an agriculturist and livestock keeper said that Icacos 
produced more than 80 per cent of the island's copra and the bees posed a serious 
threat to high yields. 


Overall he estimated that the industry had declined by 20 percent as compared 
with previous years. On pricing of copra an important ingredient in manufacture 
of oils, fats, margarines, he said the price was fixed at 73 cents a pound for 
1979. 


With inflation and the high cost inputs in the industry including wages he 
called for a price of a dollar a pound. 
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